[Cystic hygroma: 2 case reports and review of the literature].
Cystic hygroma, an infrequent malformation of the lymphatic system (5 cases per 1000 abortions with CRL greater than 3 cm), was observed in 2 cases which prompted the present study. The Authors also present a brief review of the literature on this topic. After reviewing the hypothetic pathogenesis of the lymphatic obstruction which underlines this pathology, the paper focuses on the association of hygroma and anatomical and chromosomic alterations. The various anatomopathological and echographical findings are then described. Special attention is drawn to the diagnosis of cystic hygroma, after which the two case studies are illustrated. The prognosis of this pathology is pessimistic and the patient and specialist have to choose between immediate abortion or waiting for the inevitable outcome of gestation.